Federal Hill Neighborhood Association
Minutes for the Tuesday, September 17, 2019
FHNA General Membership Meeting
Call to Order:
Beth Whitmer called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.
Meeting’s agenda attached to these Minutes as Attachment A.
No minutes needed to be adopted as the previous meeting was substituted for a clean-up and cook-out at Robert
Baker Park.
Baltimore City Liquor Board – Matt Achhammer, Community Liaison
Mr. Achhammer began his presentation by giving a quick overview of Liquor Board operations, the process for
getting a license, and a general description of inspecting license holders (Note: he provided a powerpoint as a
handout to the audience attached hereto as Attachment B). He also gave a brief overview of 2019 legislation
which raised the minimum age required to enter into an establishment featuring adult entertain from 18 to 21
(unless active duty military).
Questions/Comments from the floor included:
-

Community member asked whether the Liquor Board could get involved if a licensee had excessively
loud music. Referenced a bar on Cross Street whose music is so loud it was affecting the neighboring
business.
o Mr. Achhamer said that if a complaint is lodged with the board, they typically send an inspector
within 24 hours. He indicated that inspectors will use a reasonable person standard when
determining if the noise is too loud and encouraged the community to call/log a complaint with
the board if they think it would be helpful. Ultimately, he said he would take the excessive noise
issue back to his supervisor.

Scott Davis, Representing City Council President Brandon Scott
Provided an overview of the City Council President’s priorities and the 24 point plan he published. Highlighted
the following four priorities:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Clean-up government;
Crime and developing a comprehensive crime plan;
Children and funding for schools, which includes supporting he Kirwan Commission; and
Equity, to ensure that upcoming legislation and budgets address equity issues in the City.

Mr. Davis requested that people reach-out to the Council President’s office to provide feedback on the full 24
point plan that was published.
Questions/Comments from the floor included:
-

One community member asked the City Council President’s position on holding youth committing crime
accountable. The community member specifically cited crime and dirt bikes riding up Warren Avenue at
night.
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Mr. Davis said he didn’t know the City Council President’s specific position was but that the City
Council President generally wants police to do more proactive policing. Will take this concern
back to the City Council President.
Another community member asked that something be done about the very bright lights installed on
Warren Avenue, worried that the trees will be killed.
o Mr. Davis said he would take the issue back to his office.
o

-

Digital Harbor High School – Introduction of Principal Dr. Swinton
As the new Principal of Digital Harbor, Dr. Swinton asked to speak with the FHNA to connect and engage with
the community (also present was one of her Vice Principals). She moved to Baltimore from Newark Public
Schools, where she worked for 10 years. Indicated that she does not have all the answers but that she is hoping to
work with the community. Currently the school has approximately 1,300 students and 125 instructional staff,
offering courses in 5 CTE Pathways. She announced and passed-out a flier for a “Dog Pawty” that she was
hosting on September 21st to further engage with the community.
Questions/Comments from the floor included:
-

-

-

A community member expressed their delight that the Principal was present at the meeting. Requested
that an officer be placed on E. Cross Street in the morning when students are being dropped-off to ensure
the student’s safety considering all the traffic.
Another community member asked if the school had a police officer with the authority to handcuff
o Dr. Swinton indicated the school police did have the authority to handcuff but that she was
focused on instituting a system of restorative disciplinary practices.
Another community member asked if the school had a volunteer coordinator.
o Dr. Swinton indicated that they were filling the position and would have somebody starting in
October.

Jenelle Harvey from Thread
Gave a general presentation about Thread and passed around a sign-up sheet for community members who may
want to volunteer. Generally described Thread as an organization that harnesses relationships to create positive
change. They focus on students in the bottom 25% of their class by creating a support network of volunteers to
breakdown barriers of social isolation across lines of difference. Encouraged community members to join.
New Business Presentation – Boaz Bistro - Mr. Ronald Price
Mr. Price came to describe his restaurant concept for the new restaurant he plans to open in what was formerly
Reggie’s. His restaurant concept is “Where food meets art” and is trying to be different from the standard sports
bar. He’s hoping to cater to both a younger and older crowds by putting up inspirational art, perhaps a jukebox,
and does not want “wild parties”. Food will be seafood based and is thinking about opening for breakfast.
Currently hiring staff including bartenders, servers, etc. Hoping to open in November but is having issues with the
liquor license, the Liquor Board is claiming the license was inactive for too long.
-

A community member offered to help draft letters of support.

South Baltimore Gateway Partnership – Marissa Ramirez
Briefly described the SBGP and how it operates. They are currently seeking people to join their board of
directors, community member should apply via their website by October 16 (flier handed out at meeting). Once
applications are received, SBGP will be post them publicly for people to provide comment.
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-

A community member emphasized that the SBGP is a very important organization that helps fund
multiple community initiatives including Federal Hill Business District “cleaning and greening”.

Update from Federal Hill MainStreet and BRC – Faith Millspaugh and Cathy Rosenbaum
Ms. Millspaugh presented on the community clean-up organized by Wayward, multiple community members
came together to pick up trash and pull weeds.
Ms. Rosenbaum gave an update on upcoming activities including:
-

-

There will be no Octoberfest this year.
The Hilloween Bar Crawl is happening on October 26 and the organizing company is in contact with
Federal Hill MainStreet to ensure the event occurs without any problems. The organizing company has
donated $12,000 to MainStreet for clean-up initiatives after the bar crawl.
October 26 is the last day of the Cross Street Farmers Market for the season.
October 27 is the Jazz Fest, which will feature live music as well as kid friendly activates such as
pumpkin decorating. The event is currently seeking volunteers.
MainStreet is continuing to fund a street cleaning services (Living Classrooms) for 5 days per week.
MainStreet will also continue a weed killing initiative, which they are hoping to start earlier in the season
for 2020.
MainStreet organized a code enforcement walk with 26 people from city government and business. Will
send an email to all businesses with follow-up matters.
Currently planning an ant-graffiti and sticker initiative. Looking at option for painting surfaces with a
special anti-graffiti coating.
Rooster and Hen will be joining as a vendor at Cross Street Market.
The Charmery is opening a location at 26 E. Cross Street.

Finally, MainStreet is seeking volunteers to join their committees. Community members are encouraged to reachout if they would like to participate.
Letter of Support Requests – Beth Whitmer
President Whitmer update the general body about a new day care center that requested a letter of support from the
FHNA Board. The FHNA Board granted the letter of support on the condition that the day care have a pick-up
and drop-plan for parents, to address any potential traffic issues.
Announcement and Reminders
-

Mayor’s Fall Clean-up is happening on October 26 and Federal Hill will have a dumpster available.
Community Member are invited to attend Pigtown Festival happing on September 21st, flier was passedout at meeting.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:07pm.
Minutes Prepared By: Vincent Andrews
Presented for Approval at the FHNA Board Meeting on Wednesday, October 9, 2019
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Attachment A – Meeting Agenda
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Attachment B – Liquor Board PowerPoint Handed-out at Meeting
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